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In the 1700s, New England colonists used public humiliation, torture, and hanging to punish moral

crimes like kissing on a Sunday or skipping church. Jails were filled with rats and disease, and

prisoners had to pay for food and blankets. Yet jails didn't turn out to be much of a deterrent. The

number of crimes exploded as the population increased and cities grew larger. Over the centuries,

American prison reformers have tried to find a way to end crime once and for all. From solitary

confinement and the electric chair to group counseling and parole, the U.S. prison system has been

reinvented again and again, but have these reforms really made a difference? Discover the true

history of crime and punishment in the United States in Locked Up.
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Great little book and informative i am happy that i bought this gives a good overall history of the

penal system i used to be an office in a medium security prison and found it was wondering about

how the penal system started and things and found it very interesting. also had great service i

received the book fast i highly recommend this book its informative and interesting!

I found this book while doing some research on approaches to punishment in colonial America. In



this book, I found several examples that I had never heard of before, making me think that the book

is a pretty thorough treatment. I think it's an informative read for anyone interested in the crazy

things we do to each other in the name of justice and punishment.

Provocative look at America's prison system and its history. Real stories and tons of photos will

keep you turning page after page. Written for an adolescent and teen audience, subjects are dealt

with in an age appropriate but honest way. The descriptions are vivid enough to keep any

adolescent from a life of crime! At the end, the author illuminates some hopeful innovations for the

future of our prison system.

It was very useful in tracing the judicial system from origins to current system of incarceration shows

the need for more focus on prevention of crime and entrance to Judicial system.
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